
Summit Elementary School 
425 Monarch Court, Kamloops, BC, V2E 1Y3    (250) 372-1224 
 
Dear parents and caregivers, 
Happy April! 
This school is amazing.  I (still) think I am so lucky to work here.  Your kids make me happy on the daily.  I 
feel like a celebrity as they all say hi to me in the halls or from across the playgrounds.  There continues 
to be so much joy and pride here.  We recently have lots to celebrate: the History of the World projects, 
recent increases in our reading scores, numerous PAC projects, after school programs, and so much 
more.  What a year. 
I think the theme of this time in history is “the light at the end of the tunnel.” This is true in both the 
warmer weather, the start of long nights outdoors, the final chapters of the school year, and the 
eventual conclusion to our COVID restricted form of life.  In these kinds of times it may be easy to relax a 
few of the important structures and routines, but I encourage you that this time is important, both with 
the pandemic and our school, that we keep paying attention to the details that keep us all safe & happy! 
 
Masks, Water Bottles, Sunscreen 
The new provincial COVID updates have created a few management issues at our school.  First off, we 
are finding many kids are arriving to school without a (*clean!) mask and coming to the office for a 
disposable one.  This is wasteful and expensive!  Please help your kids come to school with a clean 
reusable mask!   
Water bottles are another issue.  The #1 reason students go out of their cohort is to use the water 
fountains.  Of course, water is a human right, and we will never restrict access. However, the number of 
students remembering their water bottles is also lower than before, which means more trips to the 
fountain across the school and in the public hallways.  Please bring and keep a water bottle to school! 
Lastly, between recess, lunch and after school play, kids see a lot of sun on their skin in these days.  This 
is just a reminder that it is a good idea to apply sunscreen to your kids in the morning, and if you like, 
pack along a tube for reapplication.  Also, hats are welcomed. 
 
Dogs on School Property 
There has been some improvement on our dog poop situation.  Next week the district will be using our 
school as an example of a district wide campaign as this is a problem at many schools.  We will be 
presenting some student work on the subject, and a film crew will be here to create a district news piece 
on the issue. 
 
Parent input 

I’ve sent this information out in my last newsletter, but in case you missed it the first time: 
https://forms.gle/uNN3yPUVfCS3UzT78 

Please remember that if you make a request that there are many things to balance when making a class 
list and we try our very best to make positive learning environments. There is a chance that not all 
requests will be fulfilled. 
I also want to thank those of you who have given our school input into making goals.  We have been 
working as a staff to highlight the areas of our school that can improve.  We don’t yet have the language 
for these goals, but it seems that they will be in two areas: 

• Teaching our kids and staff what it means to try hard, be resilient, and have the proper mindset 
to learn 

• Setting common high expectations when it comes to each student and their learning journey 
If you have feedback about this direction, I invite you to head here (even if you filled it out once, but 
want to give more feedback!):      https://forms.gle/5zxPXCsh97ptpMoE9 

https://forms.gle/uNN3yPUVfCS3UzT78
https://forms.gle/5zxPXCsh97ptpMoE9


 
 
 
Health Screening Reminder 
This has been getting better!  Remember this is our most effective line of defense against COVID: 
If a child has any symptoms, they must not go to school:

• Fever or chills 
• Cough or worsening of cough 
• Shortness of breath 

• Loss of sense of smell or taste 
• Diarrhea 
• Nausea or vomiting 

 
Upcoming Events 
 
Monday, April 26   – Professional Development Day – NO CLASSES 
Tuesday, May 4   – STAR WARS day (no lightsabers... unfortunately…) 
Wednesday, May 5   – Kindergarten Round-about 
Thursday, May 6   – Summit’s yearly report to the Trustees 
Friday, May 21   – Professional Development Day – NO CLASSES 
Monday, May 24  – Victoria Day – NO CLASSES 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Justin deVries, Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


